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U-2 flights
disquieting
for Turkey

US request prompts
check with Soviets ﬂrst

By Sam Cohen - -
Special to -
The Christian Sc1ence Monitor
) 7 Istanbud
The agreement reached between the United

States and the Soviet Union on a SALT II

treaty is havmg mde-rangmg unphcanons for
Turkey = -

- It comes at a tlme ‘when the Turklsh Gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit is
very sensitive on the subject of East-West dé-
tente — and when Turkey is trying to establish

- closer ties with the third world and Sowet-bloc
"~ countries. -

"~ One prime Turkish concern about the SALT '

agreement is the reported US request that Tur- -

key allow American U-Z reconnaissance air-

craft to use its airspace for SALT II veri- -

fication purposes.

The Turkish Government is sald to be seek-
ing guarantees from the Soviet Union that this
_would not he considered a hostile act before it
gives such permission to the US. Some sound-
_ ings on this subject are understood already to
have beén made with the Soviet Umon

Neighbors considered g
A government statement ou May 14 said U-2

spy flights would be considered by Turkey ‘only
if “the requested contribution advances the ob-

r_‘n

" the parties of the treaty. : :
" “It"is only natural,” the statement added,
“that Turkey takes into- consideration her own
security and relations with her:neighbors.”
(The latter phrase presumably refets to the~'-
Soviet Union.) -+ - H
If Moscow’s assurances are secured Turkey

. apparently will have no objection to the U<~
flights. Otherwise, Mr. Ecevit will face another -
serious problem. Public- opinion in Turkey

- clearly remembers that in 1960-a U-2 aircraft -
based in southern Turkey was shot down in the
Soviet Union; leading to much tensmn between
the two neighboring countries. =+
The US request for Turkish: permissmn to ﬂv
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the U-2 over Turkey is said to have beer made l
formally during the visit of Assistant Secretary %
of State Warren Christopher fo Ankara last

_ week, :
1t has been learned that the request was con- |
veyed to Premier Ecevit by Mr. Christopher,
acting as President Carter’s special envoy. Mr.
Christopher discussed with Turkish leaders the

question of a new joint defense agreement,

which would determine a permanent status for
the US military installations on Turkish soil.

Two of these, a listening post at Sinop, on-|
the Black Sea, and a radar station at Pirinclik-
in southeastern Turkey, were reactivated last
fall, after the lifting of the US arms. embargo .
on Turkey, but only on a one-year basis:. "= . ..

The US now is seeking a permanent ar-.
rangement, but negotiations have so far been.
inconclusive, mainly because Turkey is insist--
ing a long-term- (five -years) defense agree-:
ment, during which the US will provide -sub-.
stantial - mxhtary and economlc support to. this:-
NATO ally. T SEATENY

US experts estlmate the cost of the weapons '
and other material requested by Turkey for-
the five-year period to be nearly $15 billion, al-
though the Turks estunate 1t at only $2 5 bu-»'
lion. -+ -

Both the Smop and Pmnchk mstananons;-.
could play a major part in verifying: Sov1et~_:
compliance with the SALT II agreement. — par- -
ticularly now that the American h%temng posts
in Iran ave not in operation. . :

Now operating from Cyprus
While agreement on a new mutual- defense}

treaty does not yet seem in sight, the .US is;

said still to'be pushing for Turkish acceptance

~of the U-2 flights. These aircraft, now operated
from a British base in Cyprus, will be able to
" monitor. from the Black Sea area, within Tur-

key’s airspace; military activities inside the

. Soviet Union and ven_fy Soviet (zomphamcer thh

' uth SALT II treat
jectives and concurs with the understandmg of e L v

- Mr. Chnstophet is said to have told Mr Ece-'

it of the important role that Turkey may play

in securing the ratification of the SALT treaty.’{

.and therefore détente, by allowing such flights, -
- Mr, Ecevit presumably would be glad to-

take part in American détente efforts, if the U=~

" 2 flights were to be considered as'a contribu-<

tion to that effort. But it-is not yet known.what 3

" the Turks. would do if the Russian response is -
_' negauve R :

At a tune when the West is speedmg up ef—

,forts to secure financial aid for Turkey and the
" Carter administration. is pushing Congress for
- more’ military. and economic support. for this -
“"country, it will be a difficult decxsmn for the

‘Ecevit govemment N
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